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He who receives an idea from me, receives 
instruction himself without lessening 
mine; as he who lights his taper at mine, 
receives light without darkening me.

Thomas Jefferson





…knowledge is a club good





How do we sustain public-making?



How do we sustain the club?



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Decorated_Indian_elephant.jpg Faraz UsmaniCC	
  BY



https://www.flickr.com/photos/115654243@N04/22116546695	
  Stephen	
  Clarkson	
  CC	
  BY



• Collective (Public-Like) Goods are 
difficult for large groups to 
provision
• Small groups can work together
• Large groups will fail except under 

specific circumstances





Institutions are the the 
prescriptions that humans 

use to organize all forms of 
repetitive and structured 

interactions
Ostrom – Governing the Commons



Culture is one of these institutions…
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Knowledge as a product of translation
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So what does any of this have to do 
with economics of publishing…?
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How can we prevent APC 
pricing being tied to prestige?
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Can we shift the behaviour of 
institutional underwriters?
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ENVIRONMENT
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1. Focus on community building



2. Support collective models



3. Define service requirements



4. Build infrastructures



Prestige = Price



Build sustainable communities in 
an environment where public-making 

is good for those communities
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